$1.50 FRIDAY, APRIL 19, 2019 ALWAYS ON OREGONLIVE.COM 


Che Oregonian 


MICHAEL FRANCKE CASE 


Frank Gable should 
be released from 
prison, judge orders 


Everton Bailey Jr. The Oregonian/OregonLive 


A man convicted in the 1989 killing of the Oregon 
Department of Corrections’ director should be released 
from prison, a federal judge ruled Thursday. 

Frank Gable should be released from custody within 90 
days unless prosecutors plan to retry him, according to an 
order written by U.S. Magistrate Judge John V. Acosta. 

Gable, then in his early 30s, was indicted in 1990 in the 
killing of Michael Francke, 42. A security guard had found 
Francke dead on Jan. 17, 1989, on a covered porch on the 
Oregon State Hospital grounds in Salem. 

Gable’s trial lasted four months and ended in his con- 
viction of aggravated murder and murder. He was sen- 
tenced to life in prison without parole in July 1991. Gable 
has appealed his sentence several times, and the Oregon 
Innocence Project took up the case. 

In the order, Acosta said he ruled in favor of Gable’s lat- 
est appeal because he found the trial court made an error 
by excluding evidence that someone else may have been 
responsible for Francke’s death. Acosta determined that 
Gable’s attorneys at the time didn’t adequately help him 
assert his due process rights in light of that error. 

Francke’s brothers, Kevin and Patrick, have long main- 
tained that Gable is innocent. After Thursday’s ruling was 
handed down, Patrick Francke posted an excerpt of the 
judge’s ruling on Facebook. “My brother and I have been 
working toward this day for almost 30 years,” he wrote. 


Noelle Crombie contributed to this report. 
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THE MUELLER INVESTIGATION ANALYSIS 


Trump: ‘This is the end of my presidency, he said at launch of probe. 


A.G. Barr: The bottom line — this report finds no collusion. 


Democrats: Release an unredacted report. Time to question Mueller. 


Report does no 
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against a sitting President 


But investigative team didn’t conclude whether the president committed a crime 


Del Quentin Wilber and Chris Megerian Los Angeles Times 


Special counsel Robert Mueller explicitly 
did not exonerate President Donald Trump 
of allegations that he tried to obstruct the 
Russia investigation, and found that his 
2016 campaign “expected it would benefit” 
from Russian effort to influence the elec- 
tion. 

“If we had confidence after a thorough 
investigation of the facts that the President 
clearly did not commit obstruction of jus- 
tice, we would so state,” Mueller wrote in 
his report, which the Justice Department 
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released in redacted form on Thursday. 

“Based on the facts and the applicable 
legal standards, we are unable to reach that 
judgment,” the report said. 

Mueller did not conclude that the presi- 
dent committed a crime. 

Instead, in its 448 pages of legal analysis 
and supporting evidence, his report detailed 
“multiple acts by the President that were 
capable of exerting undue influence over law 
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